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LINCOLN'S  BIRTH 

By  Dr.  Frank  Crane 

SOMETIMES  a  cartoon  appears  with  a  whole  bookful  of 
(ruth  and  thought  packed  into  a  few  square  inches  of 
sketched-in  lines.  .  «tr««iin 

Such  a  one  appeared  some  time  ago  entitled  Hardin 

County,  1809."* 

Two  Kentucky  farmers  met  on  the  road  and  the  follow- 
ing conversation  ensued: 

"Any  news  down  t'  the  village,  Ezry V 

"Well  Squire  McClean's  gone  t'  Washington  V  see 
Madison  swor Im  and  61'  Speilman  tells  me  this  Bonaparte 
Mia  has  captured  most  o'  Spain.    What's  new  out  here, 

neigl"Nuthin'  at  all,  nuthin'  at  all,  'cept  for  a  new  baby 
down  t'  Tom  Lincoln's.   Nuthin'  ever  happens  out  h«re. 
Nothing  happened  at  all-only  Abraham  Lincoln  wa» 

^^Between  the  lines  of  this  little  dialogue  can  be  sensed 
the  secret  of  Lincoln's  hold  upon  the  hearts  ot  common  men 
More  than  five  thousand  books  have  been  written  about 
him  since  his  death  in  1865.    Speakers  o    wide  expe«e^ 
say  the  mention  of  his  name  arouses  an  interest  in  the  aver 
ace  audience  that  few  subjects  can  equal. 
dfee  His  humble  beginning,  his  shy,  +^r^ve  groj ih 
draw  him  closer  to  the  common  man  than  any  other  great 
figure  of  history.  i  ...  . 

His  roots  were  deep  in  the  soil  ot  common  lite. 
His  life  story  is  a  simple,  straightforward  tale  ot  a  maa 
who  started  humbly  and  rose  to  immortal  greatness. 

There  is  no  jarring  note  of  the  manufactured  miraeulojft 
or  the  supernatural  in  it-nexcept  the  undying  miracle  of  tlupi 
power  of  character.  #  s   • '  ,  t 

He  is  not  credited  with  being  the  descendant  of  any 
sacred  white  elephant,  as  was  Gautama,  the  moral  teacher  of, 

There  is  no  story  of  his  being  carried  to  the  top  of  a  high 
tower  by  invisible  hands  or  of  his  rebuking  frogs  as  a  child, 
so  that  they  became  forever  still,  as  was  told  of  Augustus 
the  "God  Emperor"  of  Rome— the  man  who  used  to  guard 
himself  against  thunder  by  wearing  the  skin  ot  a  sea-cail, 
and  who  had  a  slave  crucified  alive  for  killing  a  favorite 

qUaiThere  is  only  the  story  of  a  life  associated  with  homely, 
everyday  things— with  one-room  log  cabins,  with  corn  pone 
and  hominy,  with  Hankses  and  Sparrows,  with  a  rough  fron- 
tier environment,  with  hard  labor  at  sixteen  cents  a  day. 

It  is  just  the  .story  of  a  growing  boy  who  chopped  logs 
and  tramped  the  woods  and  was  thrilled  by  the  story  ot  The 
Father  of  His  Country."  *. 

The  interest  and  inspiration  found  m  Lincoln  s  lite  lies 
in  its  n  nplieity,  its  humanity,  its  development  of  the  traits 
of  common  people  to  the  nobility  of  eve  Hasting  greatness.  . 

Copyright.  1926.  by  The  McClure  Newspaper  Syndicate. 
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LINCOLN  BORN 

IN  BURLINGTON 


In  the  archives  of  our  county  and 
state  buildings  there  lie  buried  many 
Utopian  communities.  They  are  as  in- 
teresting as  the  ruins  of  ancient  towns 
discovered  by  the  excavations  of  scien- 
tific and  historical  expeditions.  After 
the  settlement  of  the  colonies,  the 
Kentucky  country  became  the  rendez- 
vous of  the  land  speculator  and  the 
adventurer.  Here,  in  this  wonderland, 
the  pioneers  planned  their  dream  cit- 
ies. Some  of  the  efforts  expired  short- 
ly after  the  first  enthusiastic  outburst 
of  the  immigrants  who  built  their 
cabins^  in  an  apparent  "Garden  of 
Kdr-n."  Other  settlements  survived 
h»ng  rnoutrh  to  announce  lot  sales  and 
advertise  the  advantages  of  their  ideal 
locations.  Still  other  towns  flourished 
for  a  time  and  then  gradually  disap- 
peared as  some  more  convenient  cen- 
ters of  trade  and  social  life  sprang  up 
near  by.  Until  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
twenty-seven  years  of  age  he  lived  in, 
or  near,  one  of  these  now  extinct  com- 
munities. 

New  Salem.  Illinois,  Lincoln's  home 
before  removing  to  Springfield,  was 
one  of  those  towns  which  "winked 
out,"  as  Lincoln  put  it  Not  far  from 
his  Indiana  home,  and  but  a  short  dis- 
tance from  a  point  on  the  Ohio  River 
where  he  worked  for  two  years,  the 
city  of  Ohiopiomingo  was  laid  out.  It 
was  to  be  built  on  the  Kentucky  shore 
of  the  Ohio,  and  its  location  was  des- 
ignated on  some  of  the  earlv  maps  of 
the  western  country.  Here  the  promo- 
ters proposed  to  develop,  on  the  very 
frontier  of  civilization,  a  city  of  great 
beauty  and  influence.    Building  sites 
were  presented  to  officials  prominent 
in  governmental  affairs.  At  each  one 
of  the  four  corners  of  the  town  a  lot 
•va.s  laid  off  "for  the  reception  of  In- 
dians. '  Near  Lincoln's  bovhood  home 
on  Knob  Creek,  in  Kentucky,  English 
speculators  proposed  to  build  a  mag- 
nificent city  called  Lystra.  Its  avenues 
were  to  be  one  hundred  feet  wide 
houses  were  to  lie  set  back  from  the 
street  a  specified  distance,  lots  were 
reserved  for  churches,  a  college,  pub- 
lic buildings,  and  park  sites.  Lystra 
which  appeared  on  an  early  map  as 
the  most  prominent  town  in  the  Ken- 
tucky country,  and  Ohiopiomingo,  the 
queen  of  the  frontier,  never  became 
much  more  than  names. 

Adjacent  to  the  farm  which  Lin- 
coln s  father  bought  in  1808,  there 


was  established  the  town  of  Burling- 
ton. Similar  to  the  offorts  already 
mentioned,  it  was  little  more  than  a 
"paper  city."  This  brings  us  to  the 
tale  of  two  towns  struggling  for  eco- 
nomic supremacy,  unconscious  of  the 
greater  honor  which  was  to  be  the  re- 
ward of  the  survivor.  In  this  back- 
woods contest  the  name  of  America's 
"Bethlehem"  was  at  stake. 

The  earliest  settlements  In  Ken- 
tucky grew  up  about  the  forts.  With 
the  parsing  of  the  Indians  the  mills 
became  the  community  centers.  On 
the  same  day,  December  0,  1788,  four 
years  before  Kentucky  became  a  state, 
two  men  walked  into  the  courthouse 
at  Banlstown,  in  Nelson  County,  then 
Virginia,  later  Kentucky,  and  present- 
ed petitions  for  the  establishment  of 
mills  on  Nolin  River.  Around  the  mill 
of  Robert  Hodgen,  one  of  these  pio- 
neers, there  grew  up  a  settlement 
which  was  to  bear  his  name.  Near 
the  mill  of  John  Close,  the  other  pio- 
neer, a  community  gradually  took 
form  which  was  to  be  known  as  Bur- 
lington. 

The  will  of  Robert  Hod  gen  was 
dated  February  1.  1810.  a  year  after 
the  birJh  of  Lincoln.  To"  his  wife, 
Sarah  Hod  ecu.  he  cave  "the  planta- 
tion where  I  now  live  together  with 
the  grist  mill."  On  February  7.  1818. 
the  widow  and  John  Hodgen',  executor 
of  the  Robert  Hodgen  estate,  petition- 
ed the  justices  of  Hardin  County  for 
the  establishment  of  a  town  on  the 
Hodgen  plantation.  Two  days  later 
the  following  record  appears:  "A 
town  is  established  on  the  lands  of 
Robert  Hodgen.  deceased,  on  Nolin. 
airreeable  to  the  said  petition  and  plan 
which  is  to  be  ordered  to  be  entered 
on  record,  to  be  called  and  known  by 
the  name  of  Hodgcnville." 

On  July  1,  1816,  John  Welsh  bought 
of  Alexander  Merrifield  100  acres  of 
land,  including  the  mill  site  formerly 
owned  by  John  Close.  Welsh  also  pur- 
chased of  Merrifield  250  acres  adjoin- 
ing this  100-ncre  tract  This  property 
was  adjacent  to  the  farm  on  which 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  born.  The 
Welsh  holdings  were  soon  in  litiga- 
tion, and  it  is  from  the  depositions  in 
the  suit  Welsh  vs.  Merrifield  that  we 
learn  the  story  of  Burlinsrton.  There 
is  also  revealed  in  these  depositions  a 
description  of  the  community  In  which 
the  Lincoln*  resided  on  the  South 
Fork  of  Nolin  River. 

The  settlement  near  Close's  Mill 
boasted  of  a  tavern.  One  of  the  de- 
ponents testified  that  "it  was  consid- 
ered a  irood  stand  for  some  time.  It 
was  a  very  publir  place."  A  question 
by  Welsh,  the  plaintiff,  gives  us  a  de- 
scription of  this  settlement  with  some 
detail:  "At  the  time  the  place  was 
noted  as  a  good  stand,  was  there  rot 
a  ball  battery  and  race  paths  and  did 
you  not  understand  that  I  Immediate- 
ly destroyed  the  battery  and  rare 

p0«tij?umi!chJV5.,thfrJ,<,va»to»»  °t  «h* 
neighborhood?"     Further  evidence 


shows  that  there  was  a  large  distil- 
lery, a  blacksmith  shop,  and  a  store- 
room In  the  settlement.  The  birth- 
place of  Abraham  Lincoln,  but  half  a 
mile  away,  may  not  have  been  such 
a  desolate  place  as  many  biographers 
of  Lincoln  nave  imagined. 

It  was  this  site,  where  Merrifield 
had  been  conducting  his  tavern  and 
kindred  interests  for  several  years, 
that  Welsh  selected  for  the  establish- 
ment of  Burlington.  Many  weeks  be- 
fore the  petition  for  the  founding  of 
Hodgenville  was  presented,  Welsh  em- 
ployed a  man  by  the  name  of  Findloy 
to  lay  off  the  town.  In  the  month  of 
March,  1815,  an  auction  sale  of  these 
town  lota  took  place,  with  Robert  Mc- 
Clure  as  auctioneer.  McClure  had  pre- 
viously been  appointed  a  trustee  of 
the  town  by  the  Hardin  County  Court, 
In  a  deposition  he  stated  he  was  "the 
crier  of  the  lota  sold  in  Burlington." 
He  further  testified  that  twenty-four 
or  more  lots  were  sold  and  that  the 
amount  of  the  purchase  money  was 
about  twenty-four  hundred  dollars. 

In  the  deposition  of  Jamc:<  Red- 
mond, we  learn  from  the  questions 
put  to  him  by  the  defendant,  Merri- 
field. something  of  the  rivalry  which 
existed  between  these  communities  ut 
Close's  and  Hodgcn's  Mills:  "Did  you 
ever  hear  the  plaintiff  complain  of 
fraud  until  after  Hodgenville  was 
erected  and  the  purchasers  of  Jots  be- 
sran  to  improve  their  lots?  .... 
Was  not  the  plaintiff  very  angry  at 
Hodgen  for  erecting  the  town  of  Hod- 
genville as  he  thought  he  had  the  first 
right?"  To  this  last  question  the  de- 
ponent replied:  "The  plaintiff  claimed 
the  right  and  thought  he  had  the  best 
right  but  as  to  his  being  angry  with 
Hodgen  I  cannot  say." 

In  the  pioneer  days  the  old  trail, 
known  as  the  Cumberland  Road,  which 
passed  immediately  in  front  of  Thomas 
Lincoln's  cabin  door,  missed  the  site 
of  Hodgenville  by  at  least  three  miles. 
A  later  change  in  the  location  of  this 
roadbed  directed  the  travel  bv  Hod- 
gen's  Mill,  which  gave  the  trading  ad- 
vantage over  its  rival  to  Hodgenville. 
This  soon  resulted  in  the  collapse  of 
Burlington.  Hodgen%-ille  did  not  re- 
ceive any  special  recognition  until 
twenty-five  years  after  Its  establish- 
ment as  a  town.  In  1843  the  south- 
eastern part  of  Hardin  County  was 
set  apart  and  another  county  formed. 
The  new  county  was  called  LaRue, 
and  Hodgenville  was  made  the  county 
Rent. 

It  was  at  the  expense  of  Burlington 
that  Hodgenville  attained  fame  as  the 
birthplace  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

A  native  of  LaRue  County  visited 
President  Lincoln  at  Washington  in 
the  month  of  July.  1861.  In  the  course 
of  conversation  Mr.  Lincoln  said,  "I 
was  bom  at  Cave  Spring  about  two 
and  n  half  miles  south  of  Hodgen- 
vllle."  and  he  might  have  continued, 
"near  where  the  town  of  Burlington 
once  stood." 


John  B.  MacHarg, 
Lawrence  College, 
Appleton,  Wisconsin. 

My  dear  Sir: 

On  the  county  map  I  have  indicated  the  location  of 
"Farmington".    The  house  may  be  easily  distinguished 
since  a  long  lane  of  trees  leads  to  it  and  it  is 
exactly  opposite  the  Gardner  Lane.      The  building  is 
well  preserved  and  there  are  something  under  20  acres 
in  the  property  which  is  occupied  by  a  family  of  the 
name  of  Bischoff. 

Mr.  James  Speed,  editor  the  Southern  Agriculturist 
in  the  Equitable  Life  and  Casualty  Building,  this  city, 
is  a  member  of  the  "Farmington"  Speed  family,  but  I  do 
not  know  the  exact  relationship.      I  am  sure  he  would  be 
glad  to  answer  any  inquiry  you  might  wish  to  direct  to  him. 
Have  you  by  any  chance  run  across  the  letter  written  by 
Abraham  Lincoln  to  Mrs.  Speed,  thanking  her  for  a  Bible 
given  to  him  upon  his  visit  to  them  in  Louisville? 

The  Filson  Club  (118  W.  Breckinridge  St.,  Louisville,  Ky.) 
will  be  addressed,  probably  at  the  March  meeting,  by 
Dr.  Louis  Warren,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  his  subject  being 
"Abraham  Lincoln,  Senior."      In  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
Lincoln  farm  where  Albraham,  Sr.,  was  killed  by  an  Indian 
is  very  possibly  in  Jefferson  County  just  off  the  Long  Run 
road,  we  are  interested  to  know  whether  or  not  Dr.  Warren 
will  touch  on  this  point.      Dr.  Barton  visited  this  place 
several  years  ago.      Whether  from  lack  of  time,  or  his 
failure  to  find  sufficient  evidence,  we  do  not  believe  that 
anything  definite  was  announced. 

As  a  member  of  the  Filson  Club,  I  shall  receive  a  copy  of 
the  Quarterly  giving  the  address.      T'his  will  no  doubt  be 
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new  and  interesting  material.      Should  he  touch  on  the 
Jefferson  County  "ancestral  home"  and  should  you  be  in- 
terested, I  shall  be  glad  to  let  you  have  my  issue. 


I  know  Mr.  James  Speed  very  well  and  if  there  is  any 
information  I  can  get  from  him  for  you,  I  shall  be  glad 
to  do  so. 


Yours  very  truly, 


inda  Howe,  Manager, 
TOURING  BUREAU. 


28  Feb.  1°31 


UiSS  Amanda  H-we,  t'anafrer 
TOTTING  BtffilSMJ 
Louisville  Autoro-Ale  Club 

LOUISVILLE 
My  dear  Mies  Howe: 

My  tardy  answer  to  your  letter  does 
not  a.t  all  express  my  appreciation    of  your  kindneee  in 
^ritinp*  me  and  sendinr  the  maps  for  which  I  thank  you  sin- 
c rrelyV    Thar e  is  nothing  in  the  field  of  letters  that  I 
enjoy'  so  much  as  the  study  of  Linooln  but  my  duties  are  so 
many  that  I  8 imply  cannot  take  time    to  do  as  I  should  3 ike 
to  do. 

In  the  near  future  1  home  to  write  Mr.  Speed  and  sometime  I 
hors«  I  may  meet  him  in  person.     I  found  9  Farminfton"  on«  of 
the  most  fascinating?  Lincoln  shrines  I  have  ever  visited.  I 
wish  to  «o  theT,e  again  and  I  h  pe  then  to  find  a  movement  under 
tvo,y  to  nreserve    tv>e  house  as  a  museum* 

I  think  there  is  no  letter  to  Mrs.  Speed  thankin^  her  for  the 
Bible.  Beveridge,  Abraham  Lincoln,  vol.  1,321,  states  thatnwenty 
years  later  he'sent  her  his  photocrraph  with  an  inscription  above 
his  signature,  recalling  this  gift*-    The  note  gives  his  author- 
ity.  "  Speed  to  Herndon,  Feb. 9  and  Sept.  13,  1866.  ~  ;ik  FSS,» 

Dr.  barton  published  a  very  full  account  of  his  studies  in 
Jefferson  County  which  you  will  find  in  Chanter  VII,51ff.  of 
his  LIHEiGE  OF  LINCOLN.  Hiss  Tarbfcel  hae  also  written    on  t'  e 
s^bj^ct.     I  should  be  much  interested    in  the  Ouaxterly  of  the 
Fllson  Club  and  should  should  be  fateful    for  it  and  for  any- 
thing that  may  help  me  in  my  studies. 

If  it  is  not  too  much  to  ask,  I  should  like  another  cony  of 

the  Road  T!ajipof  Jefferson  County.     I  couli  also  use  to  advantage 

another  AAA  map  of  Kentucky.     If  I  can  serve  you  at  anytime,  in 

anv  way,  please  call  unon  me* 


Very  truly  yours 


Bulletin  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation  -------  Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Editor. 

Published  each  week  by  The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company,  of  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 
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THE  DATE  AND  PLACE 
OF  LINCOLN'S  BIRTH 

The  one  hundred  and  twenty-fifth 
anniversary  of  Abraham  Lincoln's 
birth  invites  a  review  of  the  available 
evidence  which  fixes  the  date  and  place 
of  his  nativity.  No  vital  statistics  were 
kept  in  Kentucky  during  the  days  the 
Lincolns  lived  there,  so  we  will  not  ex- 
pect to  find  an  official  record  of  his 
birth. 

It  becomes  necessary,  first  of  all,  to 
determine  the  location  of  the  home  in 
which  Lincoln's  parents  were  living  at 
the  time  he  is  supposed  to  have  been 
born.  On  December  12,  1808,  the 
father,  Thomas  Lincoln,  purchased  300 
acres  of  land  near  the  South  Fork  of 
Nolin  River  in  Hardin  County,  Ken- 
tucky, and  there  is  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  he  took  possession  imme- 
diately. 

In  1809  the  name  of  Thomas  Lin- 
coln, which  had  been  entered  regular- 
ly for  six  years  on  the  Commissioner's 
Books  of  Hardin  County,  appeared  in 
a  new  district  which  included  the  citi- 
zens living  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
South  Fork  of  Nolin.  This  fact  con- 
firms the  supposition  that  the  Lin- 
colns were  living  on  the  farm  acquired 
in  1808  and  establishes  their  residence 
in  that  part  of  Hardin  County  which 
later  became  LaRue. 

The  first  direct  reference  to  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  in  a  duly  authorized  docu- 
ment is  found  in  the  1810  United 
States  Census  report  at  Washington, 
D.  C.  He  is  referred  to  as  "one  white 
male  under  ten  years  of  age."  On  this 
record  Thomas  Lincoln,  as  head  of  the 
family,  is  entered  as  living  in  Hardin 
County,  Kentucky.  The  report  reveals 
that  there  were  four  people  in  the 
family:  one  male  under  ten  years  of 
age,  one  male  between  twenty-six  and 
forty-five,  one  female  under  ten  years 
of  age,  and  one  female  between  twen- 
ty-six and  forty-five.  These  citations 
refer  to  Abraham  Lincoln,  Thomas 
Lincoln,  Sarah  Lincoln,  and  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln  respectively.  The 
United  States  census  for  1820  indi- 
cates that  Abraham  Lincoln  was  be- 
tween ten  and  sixteen  years  of  age  at 
that  time. 

Possibly  the  first  occasion  in  which 
Abraham's  signature  appears,  in  con- 
nection with  a  date  associated  with  his 
age,  is  his  voting  at  the  Clary  Grove 
precinct  in  Sangamon  County  on 
August  1,  1931.  Sometime  previous  to 
this  date  he  must  have  reached  his 
twenty-first  year. 

Usually  the  family  Bible  is  the  first 
place  we  look  for  the  birth  record  of  a 
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child  born  in  the  pioneer  days.  Here  in 
Lincoln's  own  handwriting  is  recorded 
this  entry: 

"Abraham  Lincoln  son  of  Thomas  & 
Nancy  Lincoln  was  born  February  12, 
1809." 

One  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  relatives 
by  the  name  of  David  Lincoln  wrote  to 
him  in  1848  and  made  some  inquiries 
about  his  family.  He  replied  on  April 
2: 

"My  father,  Thomas,  is  still  living 
in  Coles  County,  Illinois,  being  in  his 
seventy-first  year  of  his  age  ...  I  am 
his  only  child.  I  am  now  in  my  forti- 
eth year." 

Lanham,  the  compiler  of  the  Dic- 
tionary of  Congress,  sent  to  Mr.  Lin- 
coln in  1850  the  usual  request  for  an 
autobiographical  sketch  to  appear  in 
the  publication.  The  first  line  of  the 
data  he  supplied  follows: 

"Born  February  12,  1809,  in  Hardin 
County,  Kentucky." 


I  was  born  February  12th, 
1809,  in  then  Hardin  County, 
Kentucky,  at  a  point  within  the 
new  countv  of  LaRue,  a  mile  or 
a  mile  and  a  half  from  where 
Hodgen's  Mill  now  is. 

A.  Lincoln. 


On  December  20,  1859,  a  brief 
sketch  was  prepared  by  Lincoln  for 
Jesse  Fell  in  which  he  said: 

"I  was  born  February  12,  1809,  in 
Hardin  County,  Kentucky  . . .  removed 
from  Kentucky  to  what  is  now  Spen- 
cer County,  Indiana,  in  my  eighth  year 
(18 16)...  At  twenty-one  I  came  to 
Macon  County,  Illinois  (1830)."  All  of 
these  ages  and  dates  confirm  his  prev- 
ious statements  about  the  time  of  his 
birth. 

Some  correspondence  which  he  car- 
ried on  with  Samuel  Haycraft  of 
Elizabethtown,  Kentucky,  in  1860, 
presents  both  positive  and  negative 
testimonials  about  his  birth  place: 

"I  was  not  born  in  Elizabethtown 
but  my  mother's  first  child,  a  daughter 
two  years  older  than  myself  and  now 
long  since  deceased,  was.  I  was  born 
February  12,  1809,  near  where  Hod- 
ginsville  now  is  then  in  Hardin 
County." 

In  another  letter  to  Haycraft  a  few 
days  later  Lincoln  said: 

"The  place  on  Knob  Creek  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Reed  I  remember  very 
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well  but  I  was  not  born  there.  As  my 
parents  have  told  me  I  was  born  on 
Nolyn,  very  much  nearer  Hodgen's 
Mill  than  the  Knob  Creek  place  is.  My 
earliest  recollection,  however,  is  of  the 
Knob  Creek  place." 

Some  time  after  this  correspondence 
Lincoln  had  occasion  to  refer  to  the 
Haycroft  inquiry  again  in  a  letter 
written  to  George  G.  Fogg.  Here  he 
mentions  his  birthplace  again: 

"Soon  after  the  Chicago  nomination 
I  was  written  to  by  a  highly  respect- 
able gentleman  of  Hardin  County, 
Kentucky,  inquiring  if  I  was  a  son  of 
Thomas  Lincoln,  whom  he  had  known 
long  ago  in  the  county.  I  answered 
that  I  was  and  that  I  was  myself  born 
there." 

One  of  the  first  newspaper  men  to 
interview  Lincoln  after  his  nomination 
was  John  Locke  Scripps.  He  per- 
suaded Lincoln  to  write  a  brief  bio- 
graphical sketch  which  he  prepared  in 
the  third  person.  It  contained  these 
references  to  his  birthplace  and  age: 

"Abraham  Lincoln  was  born  Febru- 
ary 12,  1809,  then  in  Hardin  County, 
now  in  the  more  recently  formed 
County  of  LaRue,  Kentucky . . .  Moved 
to  Indiana  in  the  Autumn  of  1816, 
Abraham  then  being  in  his  eighth  year 
...  On  March  1,  1830  Abraham  Lincoln 
had  just  completed  his  twenty-first 
year." 

On  June  14,  1860,  an  artist  by  the 
name  of  Hicks  asked  Mr.  Lincoln  for  a 
brief  sketch  of  his  life.  The  review 
contained  this  paragraph: 

"I  was  born  February  12th,  1809,  in 
then  Hardin  County,  Kentucky,  at  a 
point  within  the  new  County  of  LaRue, 
a  mile  or  a  mile  and  a  half  from  where 
Hodgen's  Mill  now  is.  My  parents  be- 
ing dead,  and  my  own  memory  not 
serving,  I  know  no  means  of  identify- 
ing the  precise  locality.  It  was  on 
Nolin  Creek." 

The  fact  that  Lincoln  stated  in  this 
sketch  that  he  had  "no  means  of  iden- 
tifying the  precise  locality"  has  en- 
couraged some  people  to  discount  all 
he  ever  said  about  his  birthplace.  At 
least  five  times  he  wrote  he  was  born 
in  old  Hardin  County  and  twice  men- 
tioned it  was  in  that  section  that  later 
became  LaRue  County.  Three  times 
he  mentioned  the  water  course,  Nolin, 
on  which  his  father's  farm  was  situ- 
ated. At  least  five  times  he  mentioned 
Hodgen's  Mill  or  Hodgenville  and  fin- 
ally stated  the  approximate  distance 
of  his  birthplace  from  this  point. 

It  appears  from  the  eivdence  gath- 
ered that  there  should  be  no  confusion 
as  to  when  and  where  Abraham  Lin- 
coln was  born. 


— 


Highlights  in  the  History 
of  Hardin  County 

By  R.  GERA*LD  McMURTRY 


Physical  Characteristics 
of 

The  Community  m  .Which  Lincoln  was  Born 

The    JafV^itt^  ™ld  ha?e\lso  received 
was  situated  near  the  barrens  of  necessary  attention  for  a  home 
was  snudteu  u  .„A_j  •     o„;i   ™,rmlH  have  been  considered 


wao     ljivw«vv«    _  . 

Kentucky,  although  not  located  m 
that  territory  proper.  This  Ken- 
tucky prairie  embraced  what  is  now 
all  of  Barren  county  and  sections 
of  the  bordering  counties  of  Mon- 
roe, Metcalfe,  Hart,  Edmundson 
and  Warren.  The  term  barrens 
was  meant  only  in  a  sense  of  being 
devoid  of  trees.  It  was,  and  still 
is,  very  rich  and  fertile,  being  sec- 
ond only  to  the  famous  blue  grass 
region  of  Kentucky  as  a  farming 
country.  1 

It  had  been  an  open  prairie  for 
many  years  before  the  advent  of 
the  white  man  and  its  surface  was 
carpeted  with  wild  grasses,  wild 
rye,  wild  oats,  and  the  like  which 
made  excellent  grazing  grounds  for 
American  big  game.     It  was  a 
game  paradise  and  here  was  to  be 
found  the  American  buffalo,  elk 
or   wapiti,   and   deer  numbering 
hundreds  and  even  thousands.  In 
short  it  was  an  ideal  section  for 
a  settlement,  even  though  the  pio- 
neer avoided  the  territory  as  they 
later  avoided  the  western  prairie 
 the  pioneer  needed  a  more  se- 
cluded  spot,   a   natural  fortress, 
with  timber  for  building  homes  and 
fortifications. 

To  the  average  early  biographer 
the  name  Barrens  was  taken  lit- 
erally and  they  eagerly  commented 
on  the  fact  that  Lincoln  was  born 
in  a  section  of  Kentucky  known  as 
the  "Barrens"— "a  mere  barren 
glade." 

While  there  is  no  attempt  to 
prove  that  the  soil  of  the  birth 
place  farm  was  of  good  quality,  it 
is  true  that  it  was  suitable  for 
pioneer  needs.    The  first  pioneers 
thought  primarily  ,  of  self  preserva- 
tion and  their  lands  were  located, 
if  they  wished  to  enjoy  a  long  life, 
near  some  natural  formation  where 
I  in  a  sense  a  shelter  could  be  ob- 
tained.  It  is  very  true  that  Thomas 
■  Lincoln  had  no  cause  to  fear  an 
Indian  attack,  but  he  lived  near 
settlements  that  had  sprung  up 
because  of  these  features. 

To  a  traveler  the  physical  fea- 
tures of  a  country  are  of  para- 
mount importance.  An  early  travel- 
er  Andre  Michaux,  describes  the 


Soil  would  have  been  considered 
but  game  would  have  been  of  the 
greatest  importance. 

The  Lincoln  biographer  with  a 
biased  mind  naturally  saw  the  com- 
munity in  a  different  light.  He 
compared  a  pioneer  cabin  with  a 
modern  home,  making  no  mention 
of  the  fact  that  some  of  the  presi- 
dents preceeding  Lincoln  were  like- 
wise born  in  log  cabins.  He  cited 
incidents  of  hardship,  which  peo- 
ple in  his  day  were  not  subject  to. 
He  failed  to  consider  the  work 
of  a  pioneer,  contrasted  with  that 
of  an  experienced  farmer.  He  saw 
eighteenth  century  conditions  with 
a  modern  nineteenth  century  mind. 
He  failed  to  accurately  and  com- 
pletely state  the  facts. 

The  physical  features  of  central 
Kentucky,  especially  that  part  in 
which   Lincoln  was  born,  today 
presents  a  very  pleasing  appear-  ^ 
ance.    The  roads  are  both  beauti-^ 
ful,  and  interesting,  and  it  is  not^ 
unlikely  that  many  visitors  to  the'^ 
sites  of  Lincoln's  Kentucky  homes  1 
are  surprised  at  the  natural  beau- 
ty   of   the    surrounding  country. 
Home. sites  on  "barren  glades"  can->; 
not  be  descerned. 

The  pioneer  in  settling  a  tract- 
of  land  was  always  concerned  with 
the  water  supply  and  the  birth-/ 
place  farm  had  one  of  the  finest; 
springs  in  the  entire  county.  This 
farm  was  in  addition  located  onj 
the  waters  of  the  South  Fork  of) 
Nolin  river.  A  recent  United  States  | 
Geological  Survey  has  revealed  that 
Nolin  river  has  more  bends  and 
turns  in  its  course  than  any  other 
stream  in  the  United  States.  To 
get  from  one  point  to  another  just 
six  miles  away  it  winds  a  distance, 
of  twenty  miles.    Such  a  winding 
stream  as  that  of  Nolin  river  na- 
turally makes  it  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  water  courses  in  Ken- 
tucky. '  ,| 
When  the  Lincoln  family  moved 
from  the  South  Fork  (birthplace) 
farm,  to  the  farm  located  on  Knob 
Creek,  many  biographers  proceed- 
ed to  condemn  its  unlikely  possi- 
bilities.   It  appears  that  few  pio- 
neers have  been  so  maliciously  crit- 
icized as  Thomas  Lincoln.    To  him 
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Dr.  L.  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  National  Life  Ins  Co., 

Port  Wayne,  Indiana 


Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

Knowing  of  your  great  interest  in 
anything  concerning  Lincoln, I  felt  sure  this  news 
would  be  of  interest  to  you.  The  National  Youth 
Admins tration  of  Kentucky  under  my  personal  super- 
vision has  been  making  a  tabulation  of  the  actual 
number  of  tourists  visiting  the  Lincoln  National 
Park  for  the  last  few  weeks  and  we  just  finish  oufc 
figures  on  the  month  of  August,  we  had  34,112 
tourists  to  visit  the  park  in  the  thirty  one  days. 
We  found  that  about  fifty  percent  of  the  people  do 
not  take  time  to  register,  and  that  is  the  reason 
that  the  government  did  not  know  that  so  many  people 
were  visiting  this  beautiful  park. 

The  following  foreign  countries  visited 

or  I  mean  were  represented  at  the  park  during  the 

a 

month,  Budapest,  Hungry;  Mexico  City,  Mexico;  Paris, 
France;  Berlin,  Germany;  South  Africa;  Honolulu, 
Hawii;Seoul,  Korea; Tientsin,  China; and  many  from 
Canada,  and  all  &arts  of  Canada. 
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( Continued  page  #2) 

We  are  using  forms  furnish  us  by  the  Department 
Interior,  the  information  affcfer  compiled  is  turn  over  to 
our  local  Rotary  Club  and  also  to  the  local  newspaper  and 
also  to  the  Courier-Journal,  Louisville,  Kentucky.  We  had 
a  letter  last  week  from  Mr.  Edward  L.  Bike  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Interior  and  he  said,  quote, (your  figures  on  the 
touriits  visiting  the  Lincoln  National  Park  this  summer 
are  very  startling  and  very  remarkable  facts  as  to  how 
the  people  are  now  visiting  the  parks  in  Kentucky,  )  we 
also  had  a  nice  write  up  from  the  Louisville  Times  saying 
that  it  was  the  fisrt  time  any  one  had  been  able  to  get 
the  authentic  figures  on  this  visitors  to  this  park. 
We  had  something  like  797a  cars  in  the  park  during  the 
month  and  the  Sates  led  as  follow*  in  the  number  o/  visitors 
Ohio,  luu9  and  then  came  Indiana  ,  o55  and  then  Illinois, 
678  and  then  Michigan  ,497,  and  then  Tennessee,  Wisconsin, 
and  the  others  on  down  the  line,  all  states  being  represented 
during  the  month  .  Hope  that  this  information  will  be  of 
some  interest  to  you,  and  if  any  other  information  you 
might  desire  that  we  could  get  for  you  while  we  will  be 
working  on  this  work  Just  call  on  us. 

Ray  H.  Bus  roe,  NY*  Supervisor 

Iknob  country  as  follows:  la  farm  did  not  take  the  samel 

I    ,<k   ^  a  Whr  wmmtflinL.»nir,  a*  to  *  farmer  of  a  lataM 
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September  7,  1937 


KENTUCKY 

Mr.  R.  H.  Bus  roe 
Hodgenrille,  Kentucky 


Dear  Bay: 
prepared. 

t  *»  art  know  of  anything  else  that  X  could  surest 
I  do  not  kxlqv  oi  <**  j  eurQ  y  ja    ight  co- 

Just  now  that  *ould  ^tallM*^  21  learning  to  «ha*  extent 
cerate  vdth  your  Jf*1^^  either  for  a  purchase  or  to 
these  people  stop  in  H.^enviHe  e  r  Qf  ^at  local 

eee  the  statue.    That,  It  seen* 

Interest.        -r\i  M -BIRTH  .  . 

*  ^  of  statistical  material, 

If  y**  J**  ^Lteresr^f  course  *a  ^.d  he  very 
which  you  think  *ould  he  of  interest, 
glad  to  hear  from  you. 

iith  kindest  personal  regards.  W 


vm  Director 
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The  Boundary  Oak. 
Near  this  famous  landmark  stood  the  cabin  in  which  Lincoln  was  born. 
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Kay  H.  Busroe,  Supervisor 


23  August  1968 


Doctor  R<,  Gerald  McMurtry 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  IVayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Doctor  McMurtry: 

There  is  no  particular  reason  for  me  to  write  you  other  than  to  send  the 
inclosed  copies  on  a  subject  you  are  much  interested  in. 

I  have  some  $00  correspondents  all  over    the  United  States  who  send  me  copies 
such  as  the  inclosed.  I  use  different  techniques  in  reacting  to  'hem.  My  responses 
may  not  be  of  the  scholarly  approach  but  then  I  am  not  reacting  to  scholarly  pre- 
sentations. In    the  case  of  the  Asheville  Citizen  article  my  effort  "ras  directed 
to  inducing  aJf^eling  of  stupidity  on  the  part  of  the  writer.  The  article  was  full 
of  gross  inaccuracies  apart  from  the  Lincoln  Myth  but  I  wanted  to  attack  the  credi- 
bility of  the  man  Parris  quoted  and  the  gullibility  of  Parris  himself ,  raoher  than 
to  quibble  over  the  other  inaccuracies.  My  correspondent  in  Asheville  has  not  sent 
me  any  more  such  items  so  -  hopefully  -  Mr*  Parris  has  abandoned  this  as  a  subject 
to  write  on. 

After  22  years  of  gathering  genealogical  records  on  people  of  my  name  in  all 
spellings,  I  wind  up  with  approximately  9,000  pieces  of  legally  acceptable  data, 
a  manuscript  of  1085  pages  and  the  lack  of  means  to  do  anything  with  it  -  I  simply 
cannot  afford  to  publish  it.  As  I  told  you  once  before,  I  have  never  paid  any  atten- 
tion to  the  Lincoln  Myth.  However,  ironically,  I  not  only  can  disprove  the  Enlows 
(Inlow  and  Enloe)  versions  of  it  but  I  have  the  documents  to  show  how  it  started 
in  the  first  place  -  all  without  mentioning  the  name  Lincoln. 

In  any  evefat,  if  you  do  have  a  Lincoln  clipping  service  and  if  you  do  receive 
copies  of  items  such  as  the  inclosed,  I  would  like  to  get  copies  and,  on  my  own,  try 
to  stop  as  much  of  this  stuff  as  possible. 


S:mc£«rely, 

Tbi,  Col.  Thomas  A.  Enloe, 
3720  Forest  Grove  Drive 
Annandale,  Virginia  22003 


Retd 


How  To  Reach  the  Park 

The  Abraham  Lincoln  birthplace  is  about 
3  miles  south  of  Hodgenville,  Ky.,  on  U.S. 
3lE-State  Route  61.  Hodgenville  is  about 
50  miles  south  of  Louisville. 


The  Sinking  Spring. 

tributed  to  this  fund.  The  cornerstone  of 
the  building  was  laid  on  February  12,  1909, 
the  100th  anniversary  of  Lincoln's  birth,  and 
it  was  dedicated  on  November  9,  1911. 

The  Park 

Abraham  Lincoln  Birthplace  National  His- 
toric Site  comprises  II6I/2  acres  of  land, 
nearly  100  acres  of  which  were  included  in 
the  original  Thomas  Lincoln  farm.  Here  are 
the  memorial  building  housing  the  tradi- 
tional Lincoln  birthplace  log  cabin,  the 
Sinking  Spring,  and  the  ancient  boundary  oak 
tree  which  was  a  landmark  at  the  time  of 
Lincoln  s  birth.  The  area  was  established 
as  a  National  Park  in  1916.  On  September 
8,  1959,  the  designation  was  changed  to 
Abraham  Lincoln  Birthplace  National  His- 
toric Site. 


Mission  66 

The  new  visitor  center,  expanded  parking 
areas,  and  other  improvements  are  part  of 
MISSION  66,  a  10-year  National  Park 
Service  program  whose  goal  is  to  provide 
adequate  visitor  services  at  all  units  in  the 
National  Park  System  by  1966. 

You  may  show  your  appreciation  of  this 
historic  site  by  leaving  all  natural  and  his- 
toric objects  unimpaired  for  others  to  enjoy. 

About  Your  Visit 

We  suggest  you  begin  your  tour  at  the  visi- 
tor center.  Here  you  will  learn  about  the 
main  points  of  interest  in  the  area  and  see 
an  audio-visual  program  and  exhibits  depict- 
ing Abraham  Lincoln's  background  and  early 
environment  in  pioneer  America.  Among 
the  exhibits  is  the  original  Bible  of  Thomas 
Lincoln. 

From  September  through  May,  the  Na- 
tional Historic  Site  is  open  from  8  a.m.  to  5 
p.m.  During  June,  July,  and  August,  the 
hours  are  8  a.m.  to  7  p.m. ;  it  is  closed  on 
Christmas  Day.  This  area  remains  on 
Eastern  Standard  Time  throughout  the  year. 

The  Nancy  Lincoln  Inn  near  the  parking 
area  sells  gifts  and  souvenirs.  The  inn  is 
privately  owned  and  the  National  Park  Serv- 
ice exercises  no  control  over  it. 

Administration 

Abraham  Lincoln  Birthplace  National  His- 
toric Site  is  administered  by  the  National 
Park  Service,  U.S.  Department  of  the  In- 
terior. A  superintendent,  whose  address  is 
Hodgenville,  Ky.,  is  in  immediate  charge. 
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The  Boundary  Oak. 

Near  this  famous  landmark  stood  the  cabin  in  which  Lincoln  was  born. 


NATIONAL  HISTORIC  SITE 


On  a  raw  frontier  farm  of  rolling  land  on 
the  edge  of  "the  Barrens,"  in  the  cabin  by 
the  Sinking  Spring,  was  born  the  man  whose 
strides  carried  him  awkwardly,  yet  majesti- 
cally, over  a  path  which  began  in  common 
Kentucky  clay  and  ended  in  immortality. 
Here  was  born  the  man  who  said,  "Why 
should  there  not  be  a  patient  confidence  in 
the  ultimate  justice  of  the  people?  Is  there 
any  better  or  equal  hope  in  the  world?" 
More  enduring  than  bronze  or  marble,  this 
spot  shall  speak  its  message  of  the  mystery 
and  majesty  of  life  to  Americans  down 
through  the  ages. 

The  Lincoln  Family 

At  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  during 
Indian  wars  and  raids,  the  Lincoln  family 
moved  to  the  frontier  region  of  Kentucky. 
The  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  six- 
teenth President,  was  Thomas  Lincoln;  his 
grandfather  was  Abraham,  for  whom  he  was 
named.  His  great-grandfather  was  John 
Lincoln,  who  had  moved  from  near  Reading, 
Pa.,  to  the  Shenandoah  Valley  of  Virginia. 
John  Lincoln's  son,  Abraham,  together  with 
his  family,  moved  across  the  mountains  into 
Kentucky  sometime  between  1782  and  1784. 
Here  Abraham,  the  grandfather,  was  killed 
by  an  Indian  from  ambush.   This  event  prob- 


ably occurred  in  May  1786.  Thomas,  the 
youngest  son,  was  then  about  10  years  old. 

About  1800,  Thomas  Lincoln  settled  in 
Elizabethtown  and  during  the  next  few  years 
was  a  hard-working  and  industrious  man  of 
that  community,  acquiring  a  reputation  as  a 
carpenter. 

On  June  10,  1806,  Thomas  Lincoln  filed 
a  declaration  of  intention  to  marry  Nancy 
Hanks,  and  2  days  later,  they  were  married 
by  Rev.  Jesse  Head.  The  newly  married  cou- 
ple made  their  home  in  Elizabethtown.  Here 
their  first  child,  Sarah,  was  born  in  1807. 

The  image  of  Nancy  Hanks  is  blurred  and 
uncertain  to  us  of  this  generation.  One 
authority  has  said  of  her,  "dim  as  the  dream 
of  a  shifting  mirage,  her  face  and  figure 
waver  through  the  mists  of  time  and  rumor." 
Although  her  physical  features  left  no  defi- 
nite impression  upon  the  minds  of  those  who 
years  later  tried  to  recall  her  image,  there 
is  an  almost  unanimous  agreement  among 
these  witnesses  concerning  her  mental  and 
spiritual  attributes.  That  she  was  possessed 
of  a  fine  native  intelligence,  courage,  and  a 
morality  above  reproach  and  that  she  was 
kind  and  affectionate  seem  fairly  clear. 

The  Birthplace  of  Abraham  Lincoln 

On  December  12,  1808,  Thomas  Lincoln 
bought  for  $200  in  cash  the  300-acre  Sinking 


The  National  Park  System,  of  which  this  area  is  a  unit,  is  dedicated  to  conserving  the 
scenic,  scientific,  and  historic  heritage  of  the  United  States  for  the  benefit  and  inspiration 
of  its  people. 


Spring  Farm,  situated  a  few  miles  south  of 
Hodgen's  Mill.  Here,  he  and  his  wife  and 
their  infant  daughter  took  up  their  abode  in 
a  one-room  log  cabin  near  a  large  limestone 
spring  of  cool  water  which  had  given  its 
name  to  the  place.  It  was  in  this  one-room 
log  cabin  near  the  Sinking  Spring  that  the 
child,  Abraham,  was  born  to  Thomas  and 
Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  on  February  12,  1809. 

The  Lincolns  lived  about  2l/2  years  at  the 
birthplace  site,  which  eventually  was  lost  to 
them  because  of  a  defective  land  title.  Prior 
to  midsummer  in  1811  they  moved  to  a 
farm  on  Knob  Creek,  about  10  miles  to  the 
northeast.  Their  residence  there  lasted  only 
a  few  years,  for  in  November  or  December 
1816,  Thomas  Lincoln  left  Kentucky  and 
made  a  new  home  in  the  wilderness  settle- 
ment of  Little  Pigeon  Creek,  about  16  miles 
north  of  the  Ohio  River,  in  Indiana.  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln,  the  mother  of  Abraham, 
lived  only  about  2  years  after  they  moved  to 


Indiana.  An  epidemic  came  to  the  little 
settlement  on  Pigeon  Creek  and,  while  at- 
tending the  stricken,  she  herself  was  taken 
ill  and  died  within  a  week,  on  October  5, 
1818.  The  mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
buried  in  an  unmarked  grave  in  a  little 
clearing  in  the  deep  woods. 

The  Birthplace  Cabin 

From  1861  to  the  present,  the  history  of 
the  log  cabin  which  is  now  displayed 
within  the  memorial  building  is  fairly  clear. 
Its  history  prior  to  1861  is  a  matter  of  con- 
troversy and  doubt.  Nor  is  there  conclusive 
evidence  concerning  the  specific  location  of 
the  original  cabin.  Certain  testimony  indi- 
cates that  it  stood  on  top  of  the  knoll  where 
the  memorial  building  is  now  situated ;  still 
other  that  it  stood  under  the  knoll,  a  short 
distance  from  the  Sinking  Spring  and  about 
on  a  level  with  it. 


Traditional  Lincoln  birthplace  cabin  before  it  was  dismantled. 


Bible  of  Thomas 
Lincoln,  father  of 
Abraham  Lincoln. 


Dr.  George  Rodman  was  the  first  indi- 
vidual to  become  interested  in  preserving  the 
cabin.  In  March  1861,  he  bought  a  log 
cabin  standing  on  the  birthplace  farm  and 
moved  it  a  little  over  a  mile  to  the  north  and 
reerected  it  on  his  own  farm.  Here  it  re- 
mained until  1895,  when  it  was  purchased 
by  a  representative  of  A.  W.  Dennett  of  New 
York  and  returned  to  the  Lincoln  farm  where 
1 101/2  acres  of  land  had  been  purchased 
about  this  time  by  Dennett.  In  the  succeed- 
ing years  the  cabin  was  dismantled  and  the 
logs  carefully  marked  and  taken  to  various 
expositions  throughout  the  country.  Eventu- 
ally the  cabin  was  stored  in  the  basement  of 
the  old  Poppenhausen  mansion  at  College 
Point,  Long  Island,  N.Y.  It  remained 
there  until  1906  when  it  was  purchased  by 
the  Lincoln  Farm  Association.  It  was  then 
sent  to  Louisville  under  a  military  escort 
where,  after  being  reerected  as  a  feature  of 
the  Louisville  Homecoming  celebration,  it 
again  went  into  storage.  In  1909,  the  cabin 
was  moved  temporarily  to  the  birthplace 
farm  for  the  ceremonies  attending  the  laying 
of  the  cornerstone  of  the  memorial  building. 
In  1911,  upon  completion  of  this  structure, 


the  cabin  was  taken  on  the  last  of  its  travels 
back  to  the  site  of  its  origin  and  reerected 
within  the  memorial  building. 

The  Farm  and  the  Memorial  Building 

In  1904,  the  Lincoln  Farm  Association 
was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds 
by  popular  subscription  to  purchase  the 
birthplace  and  make  it  a  national  memorial. 
Richard  Lloyd  Jones,  then  managing  editor, 
and  Robert  J.  Collier,  publisher  of  Collier  s 
Weekly,  were  its  leading  members.  Of  the 
II6I/2  acres  now  comprising  the  historic 
site,  1 101/2  were  purchased  for  the  Lincoln 
Farm  Association  in  1905,  although  title  did 
not  pass  to  the  association  until  1907.  On 
April  16,  1916,  the  Lincoln  Farm  Associa- 
tion deeded  its  holdings  to  the  United  States 
of  America. 

The  memorial  building,  designed  by  John 
Russell  Pope  and  built  of  Connecticut  pink 
granite  and  Tennessee  marble,  was  con- 
structed by  the  Lincoln  Farm  Association  in 
the  years  1909-11  through  funds  raised  by 
popular  subscription.  Over  100,000  citi- 
zens, many  of  them  school  children,  con- 


23  August  1968 


Mrs.  Charles  E.  T»llliamson 
2701  S.  Williams  street 
Daorille,  Illinois  61832 

Dear  Mrs.  Wil  Liamson  i 


I  appreciate  your  letter  of  20  August  1968,  very  much. 


In  particular,  I  want  to  thank  you  for  clearing  up  the  matter  of  the  two 
wires  of  your  father.  The  use  of  genealogical  questionnaires  is  a  rery  tricky 
business  in  the  sense  that  conflicting  or  seemingly  conflicting  information 
comes  from  brothers,  sisters,  cousins,  etc.  -  all  possibly  far  remored  from 
each  other  in  the  geographical  sense,  and  unable  to  talk  with  *;ach  other  as  to 
bits    of  family  data.  I  chink  I  would  prefer  it  this  way  rather  than  orert 
"collusion",  if  that  is  the  right  word,  -  because,  if  there  are  any  dnierences 
in    thought  I  want  to  know    of  it  rathar  than  have  the  thoughts  01  one  dom- 
inated bv  the  thoughts  of  another.  Often,  in  the  process  of  resolring  differences 
additional  information  is  developed  which  is  valuable  in  the  genealogical  sense. 

Yes,  I  believe  you  represent  a  small  segment  of  people  of  this  name  who 
still  retain  the  »*"  on  the  end  of  the  name.  There  are  a  few  people  in  the  United 
States  who  use  the  spelling  Inloes  but  they  are  rot  in  great  numbers.  A  J.  others 
of  this  name  have  dropped  the  "suT 

I  do  want  to  thank  you  for  copying  the  item  from  Smoky    ountain  folks  and 
Their  Lor*.  I  have  seen  a  number  of  smch  items  as  this  but  had  not  seen  this  one. 
While  I  realize  you  place  no  credence  in  it,  let  ne  illustrate  the  nonsensical 
proportions  of  these  stories  by  dissecting  the  words  attributed  to  Mrs.  Clem  Enloe, 

Quote  -  "According  to  Mrs.  Enloe,  Uncle  Bee  Enloe  was  Abraham  Lincolns  true  father. 
f.V..he  took  Nancy  Hanks  to  Kentucky  to  have  the  baby  and  hit  borned  in  Kentucky  . 

Fact  -  The  Uncle  Wes  l^nloe  to  whom  Mrs.  Clem  Enloe  purportedly  referred  to  was  born 
InTSll.  Abraham  Lincoln  Mi  born  in  1809  -  some  say  1806  -  thus,  according  to  the 
Item  you  copied,  Uncle  ffefl  Enloe  was  truly  a  remarkable  man  -  he  would  be  led  to 
believe  he  fathered  a  child  twp  years  before  he  -  Lesley  -  was  bom  and  took  the 
expectant  mother  into  Kentucky  some  few  months  before  he  -Lesley    *as  born. 

Quote  -  "It  is  thus  presumed  that  Lincoln  acquired  his  given  name  from  Abe  Enloe, 
T^sTs  brother.  Aden  Carver,  who  also  told  the  story,  had  it  that  U»  9UM|  and 
not  Vies,  was  Lincolns  father'". 

Abe 

Fact  -  Wesley  Enloe  had  no  brother  named/although  he  did  have  a  baroMwr  a— ad 
Ibram  Turner  Enloe  but  I  will  not  quibble  over  this  fine  distinction.  Abram  Turner 
Enloe  was  born  in  1818.  Thus,  his  participation  in  this  scurrilous  tale  would  be 
even  more  remarkable  than  that  of  Wee ley  -  if  this  is  po  sible. 

Again,  I  ffant  to  thank  ym  for  your  letter,  the  questiouiaire  you  fill -d  out, 
the  clearing  up  of  your  fathers  two  marriages  and  for  the  copying  of  the  item  tor 
me.  I  am  pleased  that  .  ou  found  the  records  interesting  which  I  sent  you. 

Sincerely, 

Lt.  Col.  Ihomas  k*  Enloe,  R*td 
3720  Forest  Grove  Drive 
Annandale,  Virginia  22003 


 j...  —  r,  r  .    •  i  - 

RHB;ak  "ay  M.  Busroe,  wia  supe 


L  the.  valel.  '  ^  ^  ^  ^  <Une.  % 


j-hnj-  „a„  ^     ,    y&x&ivoJtei    the.  moment  o/te  fucw  exoJjnjjnJna 

C<^V  /«*  no*  pa^,  Aet  eaouj^t  *eU«£  °*  B^m 

■UttutTt^  f°Y*l  kT  ^nijna  fx,*,  one.  morning  and  to  teJX  a 

tZoZlstf.  ^  .%  ^  co^  *~  nTZ  ft* 

,,,„,  bJla*heJ^,  ^  and  3ae  CannoUn,  who  eeAe.  Ail  the 


"duAAiiq,  the  WaA  p-e.opA.jz.  luudL  to  aoto  SeuleA*i/llle  ox,  to 
fkiau*tij.  (QeoA.gla. )  to  qjet  thelA  pAot/l*lon*.    Theij, ' d  lie  aone.  neaAJjy. 
a  monMi,  " 


Jive.  *to/uj,  o£  flbsiaham.  Lincoln* 4  *up.p.o*ed  lllej^AJUmajpe  blAth, 
which  wa*  the  *ubjject  ofi  one  o£  the,  UnJjjeA*lty.  ofi  flo-tth  CaAolina 
TolL  Play*,  wa*  well  known  In  the  vicinity,  ofi  Oconalufiteg.,  On 
pud,  theAe.  wa*  *ald  to  be  a  *tAong.  XjeAemJblxm.ee.  between  Lincoln,  and 
the  Lhloe*,  to  whom,  he  wa*  believe,  to  be  suelated*    fLccjobdlnq,  to 
ffl/L*.  Lhloe,  Uncle  Me*  Lhloe  wa*  Abraham.  Lincoln**  tAwe  £a£heJi* 
Uncle  We*  lined  "below  the  b^ldae  at  Rauen*fiold  In  a  hou*e.  that 
ha*  been  gone  a  long.  time,     fie  took,  flancip  Hank*  to  Kentucky,  to 
haue  the  baby,  and  hit  homed  <Ln  Xentuch^. "    HlA*»  Lhloe  knew  no 
fciAtheA  details  ojL  thl*  cuAlou*  account,     3t  I*  thu*  pAe*umed 
that  Lincoln  acqwlAed  hi*  given  name  piom,  flbe  Lhloe,  We*  '*  b<totheA» 
Aden  CaAveA,  who  oIao  told  the  *toAjy,t  had  It  that  flbe  Lhloe,  and 
not  We*,  wa*  Lincoln'*  fiatheA- 

Beloie.  0  sietuAned  to  photogAaph  ^AanamotheA  Lhloe,  0  wa* 
advised  to  take  heA  a  package  o£  *nufi£,     0  wa*  also  waAned  that  If, 
*he  wa*  In  heA  wosl*1  mood,  *he  would  neueA  con*ent  to  hairing.  heA 
pAjctxiAe  taken*     HoweveA,  *he  readily,  accepted  iwu,  glpt  and  *howeAed  me.', 
with  pAal*e,  and  In  one.  ofi  the  plctuAe*  *he  *mlled» 


 ,   -   


Marofi 


"        Jelm  Farrtg 

|  $'  Tke  A8h*yill4i  Gitissea,  •      •    ■•  , 
:/;&sh«i?ill®£ ■  lorth  Carolina 

Dear  l£r*  Farris*  .  •  ^  . 

Recently  a  friend  seat  mo  a  clipping,  presuaabXy  frcia 
-  Asheville  Oitiaen.  It  was  published  under  your  nacis  and  prcsim^bly 
in  the  general  period  ©f  late  February  or  early  March  of  this  yoar. 
It  concerned  Abraham  Ealoe,  pioneer  settler  of  Western  Earth  Garo- 
Una* 

p0S3iU7  you  || 

>ov«i  Sus^  oSSu5£wtM-      flrst  llltl  If  111 

•   pe  story  Inherent  ia  the  above  statement . is  €-ne-;  concerning  % 
longevity  never  before  dooTj&cnied  in  American  history,  la  ° 

^!*^?ftM0,!?/ir!\lft??sd  lhTth  ^rica  shortly  bafprs' 
£une  1656  en  which  date  they  appeared  in  rattdv&tarifil/ 

•  ■      1    4«?LW^/K  5OW,&thV*rtLod  1630  to  1635.'  Sine*  cli  :.; 

Bale®  died  in  May  1861.  and  accepting  your,  stattaseat  that  far ;- 
was  one  of  the  first  to  appear  L  this  co'iantry,  ■  it  woSd  : 
/  ^ear  that  he  diet -at.  the  ripe  old  age  of  :sc£e  ^  swra^v" 

^!  ^®LS1yo?^fer?®d  t0  CGt3ld  bd  either  of  Waw. 
,  .one  who  died  in  1799  and  the  ether  in  1819*  Xa  either  cast 
one  would  have  died  at  ag«  approximately  161*  and  the  ofche*  - 
*v  age  JLwJu 

£  I  Tou  sjso  said  that  Gilbert  B&o*W*  son'  Abrab&a,  the  ■  sub^c* ' ; 
■of  your  article* 


^•.Ool.-, Thomas      Ealoe,  Betd, 
.3720  Forest  Greve  Drive 
:teaMal®>,  ■  flrglnia1 '  -  -22063  ■ 


Roaming  The  Mountains 


— — 


.■:'JBy  JOHN  PARRIS  '  1 
'■   MINGUS  •  CREEK.:  -  -This  •  is , 

where  Abraham  !  Enloe  pio- 
?riisered  a  wilderness  settlement 

and  became  a  legend. 

For  more  than  150  years  a 
heap  of  folks  have  insisted  he 
was  the  father,  of  'the  great' 
,  American  Civil  War ,  presidents 

Some  have  argiied  that  Abra-'; 

ham  Lincoln  was  born  right 
;  here  on  Mingus  Creek  in  the. 

Great  Smokies.  Others,  have  in- 
.sisted.  he  was  born  on  Jona- 
than's: Creek  over  in  Hay  wood 
■-County.       i  '  rr  ;:  '  ■  ■•- 

:  ''Be  that  as  it  may,  there  was 
never.,  any  disagreement  '.among 


them  as  to  who  sired  Abraham 
Lincoln.  '  .: 

Yet,  few  folks  %  outside  tiie ' 


JOHN-  PARRIS 


mountain's  ever  heard  of '  Abra- 
hanf  Enloe*  And  that's  a  shame, 
for  he  was  quite  a  man  and  he 
came  from  quite  a  family. 

.   The  Enloes  werts  quajity  folks/ 
They  came'from  Scotland  where'  , 
their  .  folks  had1  been,  feudal 
lords  and  educators. 

^  ,ThM4anded:first  in  Maryland, 
and  later  two  of  the  brothers/ 
moved'  oh  ,to  South  -Carolina' 
>  where  they;. were  school  teach-' 
'ers.  /One-  of'-  these,-  was"  Gilbert, 
Enloe  who  settled  in  York  Coun-. 
ty,  .  raised,  a  family  that  , in- 
cluded a  son  named  Abraham. 

■  When  Abiaharn  >  became  a 

;  /   .  ~Tu?u  'To  Pase  Ntae»A< 


•-Continued  From  Page  One 

;  young  man,  he  moved  to  Ruth- 
erford County  arid  married  into 
8  prominent  family. 

Around  the  turn  of  the  19th 
century.  Abraham  began  hear- 
ing stories  of  a  virgin  land  ,i  to 
the  west  where  the  mountains 
touched  ,  the  clouds,  where 
streams  rippled  with  bass  and 
trout  and  the  soil  was  rich  arid 
black.  . ,  ,  '  ■ 

The  tales  he  heard  intrigued 
hirp,  so  about  1803  he  loaded 
his  furniture,  his.  Bible,  and  his 
anvils  on  a  wagon  and  headed 
for  the  wilderness  beyond  the 
Blue  Ridge.  . 


er.  And  he  early  set  a  progress 
sive  paca  for  his  nejghborr,  In 
his  chosen;  calling.  He  owned 
the  .  first  horses  in  the.  settle- 
ment and  he  possessed  the  only 
forge  and  blacksmith  tools.  He  ,. 
kept,  in  repair  his  'own  farming  | 
implements  and  also  those  '  of  j| 
his  neighbors.  •  ;  | 

He  was  a  justice  of  the  peace, III 
an  office  .of  no' little  ,  dignity  , 
those  days,!,  and  he'  .#as-.imptic-J-| 
itly  =turned ; to  as:, the  final  ar-iff 
biter  in  adjusting  differences js| 
between  his  neighbors. 

He  ' was  .  the  trusted  adviser 
of  the  politicians,  great  and 
small  of  his  party,  with  whom' 
he  came  in  contact.  He  was 


the  Journey  was  :  long  -  and  a  great  friend  of  Felix  Walker, 


hard.  He  had  to  ford  creeks 
and  rivers,  chop  a  way  through 
the  forest  for  his  wagon.  Some 
times,  he  and  the  three  families 
that  accompanied  him  had  to 
pack  their  effects  piecemeal  on 
their  backs  over  some  of  the 
steep  mountains. 


the  first  member  of  Congress 
from  Buncombe  district,  the 
man  who  put  a  new  word  into 
our  language. 

:  Enloe's  house  was  head* 
quarters  for  the  gospel.  -  Tt>? 
pioneer  preacher,  no  matter 
his  creed,  found  there  a  Waym 


They  came  at  last  to  a  land  (welcome 
that  was  green,  with  the  vcr-    He  trafficked  in  slaves  all  the 


ctaricy  that  only 
could  nourish. 


fast  -  water 


way  from  Western  North  Cafo-j 
lina  to  Florida.  At  one  time  he 


They  came  to  the  Valley  off  brought  20  .slaves .  back  from 
the  Occ-naluftee.  I  Florida,  He  was  kind  to  Jiis 


It  was  a  land:  to:  make  .  Abra- 
ham Enloe's  heart  grow  .strong- 
er;; The  soil  was  rich;  The 
'trees,  .trooping  out  of,  the  valley 
to  the  sky,  ■.  were,  virgin",.  The 
'air'.,  was  pure,  the  water  crystal, 
and  the  forests  were  alive  with 
game.      :'"  ■  ... 

"..-Enloe  picked  out 'a  spot  on 
Alihgus  Creek  '  for  -  his  home: 
And  there  he  felled  trees  and 
built  his -  marision,.  Besides  the 
families'  that  came  with  him, 
his  only  neighbors  were  the 
Cherokee  Indians. 

However,  there  were  other 
families  living  within  a  distance 
of 'from  12  to  50  miles.  At  that 
tirije,  a  settlement  embraced  a 
circuit  of  from  12  to  15  miles, 
arid  consisted  of  many  fam- 
ilies.:;^!      v„-  -  ••        -      .....     ■'■  , 

It  Was  such  a  settlement  as 
this  of  which.  Abraham,  Enloe' 
was  the  central  figure  and  bene- 
factor. ,,':.,; :-, '  .. 1 '■>',     ,.,.'...  A  ., 

By  profession  he  was  a  farm- 


slaves  and  each  -Sabbath  die 
read  and  expounded  to  them  j| 
the  Holy  Scriptures.  , 

In  his  private'  life, .  he  was  § 
esteemed ;  by  ,  his  =  neighbors....  In '  | 
his  family,  he  ruled  with  $aM 
tience  and  firmness, 

He...  Was  the  father  of  seven'!! 
sons  and  seven  daughters.  !. 
■  He  was  a  big  man,  over  isix 
feet  talL  muscular  and  sinewy, 
with  stiff  black' hair. 

James  H.  Cathey,  who  .wrote, 
"The  Genesis  of  Lincoln,"  which, 
argued  that  Enloe  was  the  fath- 
er of  Lincoln,  talked  with  many 
who  knew'  him.  And  Cathey 
wrote  of  Enloe: 

"He  was  simple,"  -honest,; 
brave'  an  ardent  friend  of, , 
truth.  He  hesitated  hot  to  go  jf 
on  toilsome  errands  of- mercy jf 
for-  his  bereft  neighbors.  'He  | 
asked"  nothing  in  return  but  the  || 
answer  of  a  good  conscience 
He  was  the  best:' type  *of  (lie 
civilian  -  plain,  honest, and  un- 
selfish.". 


1 


t  1 

\  . 


V' 


^i^tWB^il^tWM-*Mil«lW^|"»^|^»^-^■^ '  — — ~~~ 


NEUROLOGICAL 
SURGERY 


704   NORTH   FIRST  STREET 
SPRINGFIELD,   ILLINOIS  62702 

Telephone  523-9638 


7 


Hi1 

HE 


a. 


Snrinnf ^.elc!  ni rectory  of  1857 

^]TSt  °harlRS  "  ClePK  ln  °°St  °ff-e*  ^        con  8th  *  Market 

Walters,   Martin  -  clerk  at  state  Re.istee  office,   ods  sw  cor 
Oth,?,  Market.  " 

-'~\      ...  x 


-J 


An  old  timer  near  herp  rpniie  \  r>u   i       - »  v 

nere  recalls  a  Charles    Martin  who  worked  for 'hi*  for 
soree  years  aqo.     He  died  in  1Q«5*5  ,,       .  f 

°  1955*     St-  Johns  Hospital  records  shM: 
Charles  Martin  Walters  -  born  Feb  17     i»«q  an*  m-   J  ~ 
c-  . .         F.       .  1   *   1869  and  diecT  Sep  3,  t&55.  ^ 

father:  Martin  Walters  -  born  in  Kentucky.  '  *  A 

Mother:'  Ellen  Beddinof ield  -  born  in  Kentucky.  |  l| 

Wife:   Lydia  Salzrnan  -  born  in  Kentucky  in  1871  | 
A*  Marie,  daughter  of  C.  „.   ,   L .   E .  Walters  is  buried  in  oxiale.  ^ 
cemetery  across  the  road  fro.  the  odl  James  Walters  ho.e  ~  born  f 
and  died  Dec  12,   1895.  M"9,19'. 
,VThl.  Ch.Pl,.  „*rtin  wal^rs  Uved  Qne  mi]e  fpom  ^      •  ^ 

chajrH:r::::s:n  the        -  sP,insfi81d>f 

Funena!  services  for  Charles  M.  Walters,  of  8R  1,  sh8rman,  jiunoi*,": 
«  e  held  at  1:3o  P,  borrow  at  the  Ell inger-Kun2  furleral  J^|l 
will  be  in  Wolf  Creek  cemetery  near  Sherman.  J, 

,.  Mr.  Alters,  ,6,  died  at  2:55  AM  yesterday  at  St.  John's  hM^I.  1 
H8  «.  m  member  of  the  Mew  salem  MethQdist  (1  fpom^eu 

toami,  and  Llndel  E.  of  sher.an,  a  brother  Edward  of  jj^JL. 
four  grandchildren,  and  several  nieces  and  nenh.«s.  W?^' 


family  of  old  da.es  Walters  who  settled  here  with  his  wifte-Pe^y  &  June  ■ 
1  23.     da.es  Walters  died  in  1835  and  is  hUried  .cross  th,  road  |- the  4 
Old  Sale,  cemetery  though  there  is  no  oravestone.     Peggy  *robabll|,nt'  tT 
Ada.,  county,   near  Quincy,  with  her  two  sons  EzeKiel  and  Nelson 
all  three  signed  a  release  of  claim  in  the  abstract  on  June  «.  1**8, 
witnessed  by  a  notary  nubile  of  Ada,„s  county  at  that  t  ' 
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Thousands  visit  Hodgenvi] 
during  Lincoln  Days  event 

__j  ^   nn   Sundav  to  eniov 


by  Celia  McDonald 

Hard  work,  long-term  planning 
and  enthusiasm  combined  with 
October's  finest  weather  to  provide 
another  successful  Lincoln  Days 
weekend  in  Hodgenville.  The  cr- 
owed, estimated  conservatively  at 
15,000,  came  early,  stayed  iate, 
bought  crafts  and  souvenirs  and 
ate,  and  ate,  and  ate  at  the  various 
food  concessions  offered. 

Several  of  those  food  providers 
found  themselves  running  out  of 
their  product.  Members  of  Our 
Lady  of  Mercy  Catholic  Church  had 
to  do  some  emergency  bean  soup 
making  on  Saturday^  evening  to 
prepare  for  the  next  'day's  meals, 
where  long  lines  continued  to  form 
for  homemade  soup,  sandwiches 
and  dessert. 

The  LCHS  Band  Boosters  banked 
$10,000  from  Saturday's  band 

contest,  though  that  amount  repre- 


sents a  gross,  not  profit.  The 
money  came  from  concessions 
which  sold  out  of  food,  programs, 
and  a  gate  of  3,000  people,  some  of 
whom  had  no  place  to  sit  down. 

A  wreath-laying  at  the  statue  on 
the  square  began  the'  weekend's 
celebration  on  Friday  with  William 
O.  Nichols,  Superintendent  of 
Lincoln  Birthplace  National  Histor- 
ic Site,  placing  the  memorial  on  the 
statue.  He  was  assisted  by  a  group 
of  LaRue  County  Scouts. 

A  speech  by  historian  Helen 
Crocker  of  Western  Kentucky 
University,  Bowling  Green,  follow- 
ed. The  evening  was  rounded  off 
with  a  well-attended  dinner  and 
show  at  the  high  school. 

On  Saturday,  a  long  list  of 
activities  got  into  full  swin^, 
capped  by  the  choosing  of  a  Lincoln 
Lookalike  (perennial  favorite  Bill 
Sublett),  the  parade,  pioneer  gam- 


es and  costume  contests. 

Winner  in  the  Theme  Float 
division  of  the  parade  was  the 
Crosstown  Homemakers,  with 
"Kentucky's  Son."  Sunrise  Manor 
Volunteers  produced  the  second 
place  float,  "LincoIn--His  Kentuc- 
ky Dreams." 

In  the  open  division.  Friendship 
Baptist  Church's  "Showers  of 
Blessing"  took  first  place  with  its 
display  of  real  flowers.  Second  was 
"Red,  White  and  Blue,  that's  our 
school,"  by  Hodgenville  Headsta- 
rt.  Third  was  "Progress"  by  Rock 
and  Rogers. 

All  weekend,  people  enjoyed  the 
beautifully  decorated  windows,  and 
one  favorite  was  the  display  of 
antique  bonnets.  The  award  for  the 
oldest  bonnet  went  to  Dulcy 
Powers,  whose  entry  was  115  years 
old.  X 

A  large  crowd  was  in  town  again 


Lincoln  Days 

(from  page  1) 

Railsplitting  winners  were:  Ama- 
teur-Terry Gardner,  Sonora,  foll- 
owed by  David  LaFollette  of 
Roanoke  and  Jackie  Nunn  of 
Roanoke;  Junior-Mark  Baird,  Ho- 
dgenville, followed  by  Kim  Quinn; 
Professional-Doug  Wolpert  of  Lin- 
coln, 111.  Second  and  third  were 
Ronald  Heibert  and  James  Trunne- 
11,  both  of  Roanoke. 

The  Horse  Parade's  winners 
were:  Vernon  Huffines,  oldest 
participant  at  71;  Julie  Skaggs,  5, 
youngest  rider;  J.  A.  Eastridge, 
best  horse  drawn  vehicle;  Don 
Coffman  of  Charleston,  W.  Va., 
rider  traveling  the  greatest;  distan- 
ce; the  4-H  Wranglers,  club  with 
most  riders;  Tom  Hines,  best  mule 
team;  Frankie  Weller,  best  male 
rider  and  Margie  Scott,  best  female 
rider. 

The  Wranglers'  own  competition 
for  best  groomed  horse  and  rider 
was  won  by  Stephanie  Meredith, 
Kelly  Thompson,  Michelle  Farris 
and  Joseph  Blair,  in  that  order. 

Horse  games,  a  new  event  this 
year,  were  sponsored  by  Jean 
Hatcher  in  memory  of  her  husband 
Earl,  who  was  well  known  for  his 
interest  in  horses.  Winners  were: 
Greg  Helm  riding  Ed  Cundiff  (the 
four-legged  one)--musical  sacks; 
Joseph  Blair  riding  Sundust-egg 
class;  Frankie  Weller  and  Pat 
Heath  riding  Bar--scoop  race; 
Frankie  Weller  and  Johnnie  Mere- 
dith riding  Star-rescue  race;  and 
Sharon  Allen  riding  Midnight-cat- 
alog race. 

For  events  and  winners  not  listed 
in  this  article,  look  elsewhere  in  the 
paper. 


on  Sunday  to  enjoy  crafts,  a 
worship  service  on  the  square,  the 
Railsplitter  Run  and  Fun  Run, 
music  by  the  Lincoln  Days  Singers, 
and  more  Pioneer  Games  and 
Horse  Games. 

Winners  of  the  Pioneer  Games 
*cr*s  Paul's  Gang;  the  Pioneer 
Village  and  Pioneer-Chef  portion 
were  won  by  Hodgenville  Fire 
Department,  who  finished  their  last 
event  just  in  time  to  answer  a  fire 
call,  then  made  it  back  in  time  for 
the  awards. 

Individual  events  in  the  Pioneer 
Games  were:  Paul's  Gang-Cross- 
cut Saw,  Pioneer  Railsplit,  and 
Bucket  Brigade;  Roanoke-Arm 
Wrestling,  Pancake  Relay;  Hodge- 
nville Fire  Dept.-Skillet  Throw; 
Hodgenville  PTO-Water  Boil;  Buf- 
falo PTO-Tug-o-War;  Childress  & 
Sloan  Hairdressers-Rail  Fence  Bu- 
ilding; 210  Productions-Rail  Ride. 
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EAHLY  ILLINOIS  CABIN  OF  THE  LIMOOLHS 


LINCOLN'S  EARLY   HOME  IN  ILLINOIS. 


h  Place  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  Hardin  Count^T^ 
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LINCOLN'S  HOME,  SPR.NGF.ELD,  ILL.. 


Lincoln's  Birthplace  Reconstructed  from  the  Original  Logs, 
now  in  the  Memorial  at  Hodgenville,  Kentucky 
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